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You are cordially invited to attend the AGM and half yearly meeting of the Branch to be held 
at, The Avenue Theatre, Avenue of Remembrance, Sittingbourne (opposite Police Station), 
at 7.30 pm on Tuesday 9th April 2019. 

AGENDA 
 

1. Apologies 
2. Obituaries 
3. Minutes of Winter Meeting 
4. Matters Arising 
5. Chairman’s Report 
6. Secretary’s Report 
7. Treasurer’s Report 
8. Election of Officers and Committee 
9. Honorarium Chairman and Secretary 
10. Any Other Business 

 
SECRETARY’S REPORT 
 
Winter is almost over and in general the conditions have not been too bad and this enables 
us to look forward to a long warm spring and summer.  The only blot is the ongoing chaos 
caused by BREXIT and the fact that politicians from all sides are unable to decide the best 
cause of action and appear more inclined to score political points.  The public voted to come 
out of the EU and politicians who we elected should stick to that decision whether they like it 
or not and come up with a decision.  At this time they are making a complete mockery of 
democracy and I believe that we may never leave the EU and that was the plan all along 
irrelevant of what the voters decided. 
 
Once again Christmas Gifts of £50 were delivered to all Branch widows and all have 
expressed thanks for this gift and it is hoped that again this year the Branch agree to same 
monetary gift. 
 
NARPO subscriptions have in line with the CPI in September 2018 increased this year to 
£21.12, which works out at £1.76 per month. 
 

mailto:goldfarb65@btinternet.com
mailto:goldfarb65@btinternet.com


All officers and committee members have expressed a wish to continue in those rolls and 
therefore unless any other member wishes to put themselves forward for any of these posts 
before the Meeting then they will be re-elected. 
 
PASSING OF BRANCH MEMBERS 
 
It is with great sadness that I report the death of former Supt William Kershaw who was one 
of the nicest and kindest men I have ever had the privilege to know. He was also a great 
boss who always considered his staff and their wellbeing.  Our deepest sympathies go to his 
wife Pam at this saddest of times. 
 
It is also with great sadness that I report the death former Sgt Roger Chapman who was one 
of the nicest and most genuine men you will ever have met.  Our deepest sympathies go to 
his wife and family at this saddest of times. 
 
OBITUARIES (* denotes Branch Member) 
 
Former CH/SUPT2852 Michael Whitfield died 6.10.18, last served Maidstone. 
*Former INSP/2361 Dennis Russell died 30.10.18, last served Rochester.   
Former SGT/4011 Wesley Padgham died 3.1118, last served FHQ. 
Former CH/SUPT4789 Norman Elliott died 25.11.18, last served Canterbury. 
Former PC2737 Alan Fuller died 22.11.18, last served Canterbury. 
Former SGT/1969 Alan Cockcroft died 18.12.18, last served Sevenoaks. 
Former DS/4889 David Fisher died 25.11.18, last served Maidstone. 
Former PC/3824 Michael Lillicrap died 10.12.18, last served FHQ. 
Former PC/6502 Edwin Morvan died 9.12.18, last served Tonbridge. 
Former PC/2986 Denis Jeynes died 21.1.19, last served Nackington. 
Former DC/7864 Geoffrey Banks died 23.12.18, last served FHQ. 
Former PC/1885 Robert Paterson died 22.1.19, last served Ramsgate. 
Former PC/6877 James Ratchford died 1.3.19, last served Canterbury. 
*Former SGT/4273 Roger Chapman died 16.2.19, last served FHQ. 
Former PC/6402 Kevin Ashmore died 21.2.19, last served Canterbury. 
*Former SUPT/2388 William Kershaw died 13.2.19, last served Gillingham. 
Former SUPT/2618 Bryan Hardy died 10.2.19, last served Faversham. 
Former PC/6409 Christopher Crossland died 28.2.19, last served Sittingbourne. 
 
PENSIONS FOR LIFE 
 
Nationally NARPO are running a meeting from 2:00 to 4:00 pm on Wednesday 1st May in 
Room R, Portcullis House, Houses of Parliament, in relation to trying to get equality for 
police widows and widowers in relation to pension rights should they remarry, co-habitat or 
enter into civil partnerships following the death of their partners. In Northern Ireland no such 
restrictions are in force and to further complicate this issue in England and Wales the 
pension is only retained if the marriage or co-habitation occurred after 1st April 2015, 
whereas there is no such restriction in Scotland. This is a very unfair situation and politicians 
have been invited to attend and I attach a draft letter and I would ask you to send to your 
local MP and also many of you should attend as possible.  You can also send this letter by 
email. 
 
WEST KENT FLY FISHING SECTION 
 
I have been asked to bring to your attention a taster day on Sunday 14th April 2019 for any 
member interested in fly fishing, to be held at Brick Farm Trout Fishery, Herstmonceux.  Any 
member interest in this event should contact the section Secretary on email 
mike.prior@kent.pnn.police.uk. 
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THE BRITISH POLICE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
 
On Saturday 11th May 2019 the orchestra are holding a concert at the Royal Albert Hall to 
celebrate its 30th anniversary and will be raising funds for three good causes; care of police 
survivors, youth music and the orchestra itself. 
 
Tickets are available at a cost of £19 from BPSO’s website at www.bpso.org.uk/bpso-rah/. 
 
MESSAGE TO MEMBERS FROM PAYROLL 
 
They have received several items of correspondence from the Royal Mail for police 
pensioners who have moved address and have not notified payroll of this change.  If any 
pensioner has not received copies of his/her April and May 2018 pension payslips, or in fact 
any payroll for a few years, the above may well be the reason. 
 
In a small number of cases we have been able to contact the pensioner, but in the vast 
majority we have no contact details on their pension record or the telephone number etc are 
no longer active.   
 
If you have moved and have not notified payroll, please do so.  This only applies for those 
for whom we have received returned mail.   
 
CENTENARY LUNCHEON  
 
On Sunday 12 May 2019 the five Kent branches of NARPO will be coming together to 
celebrate 100 years of NARPO.  This is a unique occasion to be held at the Cornwallis Suite 
at Tovil, Maidstone, at 13:00 hours.  A 3 course lunch, some close magic, free raffle and 
after lunch speaker all for £20 per head.  A chance to meet old friends and colleagues.  We 
have spaces left, so if you are interested please contact your local branch Secretary.  If you 
have already received confirmation, you are booked in. 
 
EX-KENT POLICE WOMENS LUNCH 
 
At 12 noon on Thursday 12th September 2019 the above will be held at the Cornwallis Suite 
off Courtney Road, Maidstone.  The cost is £25 per person and includes a welcome drink 
followed by a hot buffet lunch.  As we anticipate a high number of inquiries and the venue is 
restricted to 160 people, places will be allocated on a first come, first served basis.  
Application forms are available from the 1st March 2019 from sasmithers@ic24.net. 
 
OBITUARY NOTIFICATIONS  
 
It has come to my attention that members would again like an email or telephone call in 
relation to being notified of obituaries, even though these are put onto the branch website as 
soon as received.  All those members who wish to get an email or telephone call regarding 
obituaries should notify the Secretary and this will be set up.   
 
MEMBERS CHANGE OF DETAILS 
 
Should any member change address or other details then please notify the Secretary in 
order that paperwork arrived at correct site with correct details.  Can we also request that all 
those that have email addresses send these to the Secretary as with 312 members I feel 
sure some have not provided an email address.  The reason for requesting email addresses 
is to try to save on high costs of printing and postage and thus provide the branch with funds 
to improve the service we are able to provide to pensioners. 
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Your assistance in providing these email details will be appreciated.  We understand that not 
all members have email addresses and these will continue to receive newsletters by post as 
normal.   
 
WELFARE AND BENEVOLENT FUND 
 
The branch runs welfare section and any member with any problems should contact the 
Secretary for any advice etc.  All conversations and dealings are dealt with in the strictest 
confidence.  Welfare representatives are Bruce Goldfarb and Terry Lynch.   
 
BRANCH WEBSITE 
 
Those members that have access to the branch website at www.medwaynarpo.org are 
reminded to check the website regularly for updates.   Should any member wish to advertise 
items for sale etc on this website, then please contact the Secretary.  The website shows all 
the latest updates for your information. 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 
Chairman   -  Mr Terry Lynch    Vice Chairman -  Mr Stephen Bull 
 

Secretary/Treasurer Bruce Goldfarb 
 
Committee Members: 
 
Mr Christopher Mayes, Mr Jim Rayment, Mr Maurice Baggott, Mr Frank Gallagher 
 
NOTIFICATION OF ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Should any member have any item they wish to raise at this meeting they should notify the 
Secretary in order that the matter can be researched and discussed in detail.   
 
NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting will be held at 7:30 pm on Tuesday 26th November 2019 at The Avenue 
Theatre, Avenue of Remembrance Sittingbourne.   
 
 
 
B.T. Goldfarb Branch Secretary 
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Pensions for Life – Equality for Police Widows and Widowers  
 
 
Below is a draft letter/email for you to send to your MP to encourage them to attend the drop-in 
we will be holding in Parliament. We recommend sending this message to your MP via email or by 
post, be sure to include your full postal address so that they can verify that you live in their 
constituency. 
 
Draft text: 
 
Dear [Mr/Ms] [MP Surname]  
 
I am writing to you as a constituent and retired police officer to invite you to attend a 
parliamentary drop-in that is taking place to discuss survivors’ pensions for widows and widowers 
of police officers on 1st May. 
 
I am a member of the National Association for Retired Police Officers (NARPO) which represents  
nearly 90,000 former police officers of all ranks together with their widows, widowers and former 
partners. NARPO’s primary concern is to campaign and promote measures for the benefit of its 
members, with a particular focus on pensions and welfare.  
 
On Wednesday 1st May 2019 NARPO will be holding a drop-in for parliamentarians to raise 
awareness about the lack of equality in access to survivors’ pensions for widows and widowers of 
police officers. 
 
You may be aware that following a change to the Police Pension Regulations, there are now three 
different approaches in the UK in relation to survivors’ pensions and how they should be dealt 
with should an individual remarry, co-habit or form a civil partnership.  
 
In Northern Ireland all police widows retain their widows’ pension upon remarriage, co-habitation 
or civil partnership irrespective of the circumstances of the death of their spouse. Whereas 
throughout the rest of the UK, the pension is only retained if the death of the spouse occurred on 
duty or as a result of an injury on duty. To further complicate matters in England and Wales the 
pension is only retained if the remarriage or cohabitation occurred after 1st April 2015, whereas 
in Scotland there is no such restriction. 
This unfair policy puts widows and widowers in a dreadful position, forced to make a choice 
between financial security or isolation.  
 
[INSERT ANY PERSONAL EXPERIENCE HERE IF APPLICABLE] 
 
NARPO are therefore calling for the Government to rectify this inequality and would like to talk to 
MPs about our concerns, and how you may be able to support members like me. 
 
As my MP, I would be very grateful if you could spare time in your busy schedule to attend this 
drop-in. It is taking place between 2pm – 4pm on Wednesday 1st May in Room R, Portcullis 
House. You will also receive an invitation from NARPO’s Chief Executive, Steve Edwards. 
 
I would be very grateful if you could let me know whether you are able to attend and if there is 
anything else you can do to help rectify this very unfair situation. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
[insert full name, followed by full postal address including postcode] 
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